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The Early Anti-Dam Movement during the American Torrent of Dam Construction
from the View of Environmental History (1890—1970)

YUAN Xiaoxian
(School of History and Archives, Yunnan University, Kunming, Yunnan, China 650091)

Abstract; Theperiod from 1890s to 1970s is not only the continuously prosperous dam construction, but also the birth of the anti-dam
movement in the United States. The history of the dam in United States has experienced three major stages: the “early blooming” of
constructing dam and the“origin ” of the anti-dam movement, the “Golden Age” of the constructing dam and the “latency time” of the
anti-dam movement, the “low tide” of the constructing dam and the “budding” of the anti-dam movement. However, compared the ad-
vantages and disadvantages of the dams and the influence of the anti-dam movement, it indicates that constructing dam had always been
predominant. Contrarily, the process of anti-dam is difficult and complicated, and the achievements of anti-dam are limited. As the
problems of dam are complicated because of the environmental, economic and cultural issues, and the continuous improvement of eco-
logical-river construction, the anti-dam has gradually become a strong environmental demand.
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