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Ethnic Intangible Cultural Heritage Festivals Moving into

the City and the Reconstruction of Cultural Community

LI Yunshu', YANG Cheng’
(1. School of Ethnic Studies and Sociology, Yunnan University, Kunming 650091, Yunnan, China;
2. Institute of Regional and Country Studies, Southeast University, Nanjing 210096, Jiangsu, China)

Abstract: Drumbeals that once resounded through mountain valleys now echo in city squares, and ritual chants that drifted from the
fireside have wafted into hotel lobbies. The large-scale “urban migration” of ethnic intangible cultural heritage festivals has become an
urban cultural reality shared by multiple ethnic groups. Taking the Jingpo Munao Zongge Festival and the Nu Fairy Festival held at the
Yunnan Nationalities Village and the Nujiang Grand Canyon Hotel ( Kunming) as examples, this article examines the generative
mechanisms, pathways and functions of the reconstruction of cultural community driven by such festivals. The study finds that the

5

festivals” “entry into the city” is premised on the spatial displacement created by population mobility, and is collaboratively propelled
by multiple actors-including the provincial Ethnic and Religious Affairs Committee, relevant ethnic studies associations, enterprises,
and cultural subjects-under the adaptive guidance of pertinent ethnic policies. Through this trans-local spatial displacement, the
functions of the festivals have undergone a “pan-functional” turn; expanding from traditional disaster-averting and blessing-seeking
rituals into a composite form that integrates intangible cultural heritage exhibition, inter-ethnic communication, public political
performance, and cultural tourism consumption experiences. Although this pan-functional transformation has enhanced the urban
prestige of the cultural subjects, it is accompanied by the tension of diluting ritual sacredness. The study argues that this temporarily
generated “festival cultural community”, grounded in embodied practices, represents a vivid pathway through which the “pluralistic
unity” pattern proposed by Fei Xiaotong unfolds in everyday urban life. Tt reveals the dialectical inter-constructive relationship between
the embedded presence of national symbols and local cultural agency, and provides distinctive practical experience from China’s
borderland areas for consolidating the sense of community for the Chinese nation.

Key words: ethnic festivals; spatial displacement; cultural superimposition; functional generalization; intangible cultural heritage per-
formance
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