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A Study on the Generation of Cultural Community through
the Expanding of Munao Zongge and the Sharing of Festivals

GAO Zhiying, LI Shusi

( Southwest Border Minority Research Center, Yunnan University, Kunming 650091, Yunnan, China)

Abstract: The formation of a community depends upon the mutual embeddedness of spatial, cultural, economic, social and
psychological dimensions, a process grounded in long-term interactions among multiple actors. This understanding has become a broad
consensus in existing scholarship. Yet, can community formation transcend these conventional pathways and instead be continually
consolidated and strengthened through the interaction and integration of diverse participants within the temporal and spatial arenas of
festivals? Against the backdrop of increasing cross-regional population mobility in contemporary China, this has emerged as a significant
issue in the new era. Drawing on the theories and methods of dance anthropology and interaction ritual chains, this study conducts the
anthropological “thick description” at three sites—Yingjiang County in Dehong Prefecture, the prefectural capital Mangshi, and the
Yunnan Ethnic Village in Kunming. It examines the national-level intangible cultural heritage of the Jingpo people, Munao Zongge,
tracing its process of “breaking out of the circle” across different historical periods—from being organized and enjoyed solely by cultural
insiders to becoming a festival co-created and shared by multiple actors. The study analyzes the broader social context and the multiple
driving forces behind this transformation, while further exploring the internal mechanisms through which ritualized bodily practices are
converted into a state of “universal harmony”. By doing so, it seeks to provide new perspectives and ethnographic reflections for
advancing community theory.

Key words: Munao Zongge; dance anthropology; festival co-creation and sharing; cultural community
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