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Supervisory Logic of Personal Information Processing in Public Universities :
From Administrative Legality Review to Regulatory Oversight

LU Zhengyang
(School of Law, China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing 100088, China)

Abstract: Under the wave of digitalization, public universities frequently engage in overstepping and misuse when handling personal
information. Due to the ambiguous legal status of public universities as both “ public institution legal persons” and “ authorized
organizations” , traditional external regulations based on the Personal Information Protection Law and administrative legality review face
significant normative inefficiency in light of the power imbalance within universities and obstacles to judicial oversight. The processing
of personal information by universities essentially involves the allocation of public interests and the management of public data assets,
thus carrying a distinct attribute of public authority—providing legitimacy for the intervention of disciplinary inspection and supervision
theories. Incorporating such practices under the supervision law marks a paradigm shift from external compliance to internal power
oversight. In applying these norms, the standard of “substantial exercise of public authority” should be adopted to precisely define the
management responsibilities of university leaders and department heads, categorically regulate the conduct boundaries of counselors and
ordinary faculty members, and extend supervisory reach through related jurisdiction to outsourcing system providers, aiming to establish
an integrated disciplinary and legal framework for university data governance.

Key words: public university; personal information protection; supervision law; internal power oversight
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