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The Impact of Parental Out-migration Experience on Adult Children’s

Intergenerational Support Behavior

WU Huaan', DONG Yizheng’
(1. School of Economics, Chongging Technology and Business University, Chongging 404100, China;
2. Institute of Construction of Chengdu — Chongqing Twin — city Economic Circle, Chongging Technology and
Business University, Chongging 404100, China)

Abstract: Exploring the impact of early family migration on the elderly support behaviors of rural offspring in China is of great
significance for understanding the evolutionary logic of changes in rural family functions during the social transition period. Using data
from the China Family Panel Studies ( CFPS) , this paper examines the effect of parental out — migration experience in childhood on their
adult intergenerational support behaviors. The results indicate that parental out — migration experience enables adult children to provide
compensatory support for their parents in terms of time, finance, and emotion in adulthood, with the most prominent compensatory effect
observed in time investment. Mechanistically, filial piety and psychological capital exert significant moderating effects on both
emotional and time support dimensions. This paper provides empirical evidence for understanding the dynamic changes of
intergenerational relationships in rural Chinese families and reveals the internal mechanism through which early separation experiences
shape individuals’ family behaviors by molding their values and non — cognitive abilities.

Key words: parental out — migration; intergenerational support; compensation effect; rural families
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