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Revitalizing Historical Memory in Local Society; Multilingual Local Documents and the Construction
of a System of Historical Sources for the Community of the Chinese Nation

LIU Zhengyin'?, ZUO Jiazi®
(1. School of the Community for the Chinese Nation, Northwest Minzu University, Lanzhou 730030, Gansu, China;
2. School of History and Archives/Southwest United Graduate School, Yunnan University, Kunming 650091, Yunnan, China)

Abstract; Inscriptions, contracts, genealogies, local historical records, epic narratives and ritual texts have long been preserved within
local social fields including lineages, villages, monasteries, and tusi offices. These materials are vital carriers of historical memory in
local society because they not only record the operation of state institutions in local society and the concrete processes of sustained
interaction among diverse groups, but also bear witness to how local agents select, organize, transmit, and reinterpret historical
experience. Historical memory in local society used in this article refers both to the historical understanding which was formed through
the selection, organization and interpretation of historical experience by diverse agents in local society and to the historical process of
how such understanding is preserved, transmitied, and reinterpreted through writing, oral tradition, ritual, and social practice. The
discovery and compilation of the historical memory in local society do not automatically turn into effective historical sources for
interpreting the formation and development of the community of the Chinese nation. Revitalizing historical memory in local society is
neither a matter of excavating a presupposed community identity from local materials, nor of elevating local narratives directly into a
narrative of the community of the Chinese nation. Rather, the work is to establish verifiable connections among historical sources by
analyzing the contexts in which documents were produced, preserved, used, and transmitted. And on this basis, the institutional
operations, social interactions, and historical understandings reflected in those connections can be elucidated. The Inscription on the
Newly Repaired Qiansui Thoroughfare from Shuixi, the imperial edicts and genealogies of the Mu lineage of Lijiang, and the Chinese —
Dai documents in Xishuangbanna prefecture demonstrate that the value of multilingual folk documents lies not in whether different local
records are consistent. Rather, their value lies in the fact that proceeding from different agents and different scribal traditions, they
preserve the operation of state institutions in local society, interaction, exchange, and integration among multiple ethnic groups, and
their joint participation in the historical course of a unified multiethnic couniry. Incorporating these local remains into the historical
source system of the community of the Chinese nation hinges on two key points. Firstly, it is necessary to clarify the historical content
conveyed by different types of materials and the interconnections between them through rigorous source criticism and mutual
corroboration of multiple documents. Then, while maintaining their specificity and distinctiveness, the historical experience and
historical cognition of local societies must also contribute to the interpretation of the formation and development of a unified multiethnic
country and of the community of the Chinese nation.

Key words: historical memory in local society; multilingual local documents; system of historical sources for the community of the
Chinese nation
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