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A Study on the Spread of Academy Culture in the Frontier Areas of Yunnan

during the Ming and Qing Periods; Centering on the Simao-Pu’er Region

HU Guoyun', LIANG Li*, SUN Weixin', LI Qichen’, BU Chenghong’, LIANG Keyi*
(1. Office of the CPC Kunming University Commitiee, Kunming University, Kunming 650214, Yunnan, China;
2. Converged Media Center, Pu’er University, Pu’er 665000, Yunnan, China;
3. Development Planning Center, Pu’er University, Pu’er 665000, Yunnan, China;
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Abstract; The Simao-Pu’er region, located in the borderlands of Yunnan Province, was long ruled separately by tusi ( native
chieftains) of the indigenous Dai, Yi, Hani, Lahu and Va peoples, and had weak cultural ties with the Confucian scholar-official
tradition of the Central Plains before the Ming and Qing dynasties. After the pacification of Yunnan in the early Ming dynasty, garrison
farming (weisuotuntian) , the migration of settlers to border areas, and the replacement of native chieftains by centrally appointed
officials ( gaituguiliu) were successively implemented, gradually incorporating the Simao-Pu’er region from a loosely administered
dependency into the prefecture-county administrative system, with academies (shuyuan), community schools (yixue) and private
schools (sishu) subsequently established in turn. Taking border governance as an analylical perspective, this paper examines the
institutional preconditions, social foundations and spatial processes by which academy culture spread into the Simao-Pu’er region during
the Ming and Qing dynasties, and summarizes the characteristics of its diffusion. The study finds that the immigrant society produced by
military, civilian and commercial colonization provided both students and funding for the establishment of academies; the officially
dominated tradition of running schools determined the top-down sequence in which academies were established and the distribution of
academies unfolded gradually from north to south along the Jingdong-Ning’er-Simao line, corresponding in one-to-one fashion with the
administrative hierarchy of prefecture, department and county, ultimately forming a three-tier educational network linking prefectural
academies, departmental and county academies, and community and private schools. On the one hand, the infiltration of academy
culture raised the literacy rate and imperial-examination competitiveness of borderland society; on the other, it internalized the concept
of “grand unity” ('dayitong) into the value identity of scholars from all ethnic groups, thereby laying a cultural foundation for the
deepening of the replacement of native chieftains by centrally appointed officials and for the process of integrating the borderlands with
the interior.

Key words: frontier regions of Yunnan; academy culture ( Shuyuan Culture) ; the Ming and Qing periods; cultural transmission;
Simao-Pu’er region
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