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A Study on Policy-Driven Livelihood Patterns in Ethnic
Villages about the Tourism of Shitoucheng in Lijiang

LI Zhihuan, ZHAO Zhiyan
(School of Humanities, Guizhou University, Guiyang 550025, Guizhouw, China)

Abstract: Taking Shitoucheng village at the foot of Baoshan Mountain in Lijiang of Yunnan Province as a case study, this paper adopts
the Actor-Network Theory ( ANT) and integrates research methods such as participant observation, questionnaire and interview to
analyze the translation process and driving mechanism of livelihood transformation for tourism destinations in ethnic villages with policy
impetus. The results show that non-human actors such as Dongba culture, terraced field systems, and stone-masonry dwellings, by the
symbolic rigidity of material inertia and culture, restrict large-scale standardized tourism development to a certain extent, and
heterogeneous actors conduct localized translation and adaptation around the Obligatory Passage Point ( OPP) of “tourismization of
ethnic village” , promote changes in local livelihood capital structure and livelihood strategies and ultimately form a policy-driven
livelihood transformation with three major characteristics, involving policy embeddedness, part-time leadership and diverse complexity
overall. Through a systematic comparison with the “market-driven path” of Xizhou Ancient Town in Dali, and combining the network
governance characteristics of ANT, three optimized paths are proposed: prioritizing the shift of rural tourism from high-speed
development to long-term sustainability and reconstructing the network core; improving a management structure from government
dominance to multi-stakeholder co-governance to deepen the translation process; and exploring the transition from single livelihood
pattern to diversified integrated development to enhance the general network resilience of the actors. This study expands the application
boundary of ANT in ethnic villages of Southwest China and provides a process-based analytic framework of explanation for rural tourism
revitalization.

Key words: actor-network theory ( ANT); ethnic village tourism; livelihood transition; livelihood patterns; rural revitalization;
Shitoucheng village in Lijiang
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