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Research on the Synergetic Development for Interprovincial Border Areas Based on Economic Spatial

Correlation: A Case Study of the Six Prefecture-level Cities in Sichuan and Yunnan as Examples

LI Jie

(School of Economics and Management, Panzhihua University, Panzhihua 617000, Sichuan, China)

Abstract: Regional synergetic development is the only way for the interprovincial border areas in Sichuan and Yunnan to enhance its
regional economic development level and comprehensive competitiveness. Based on data from 2011 to 2023, this study employs grey
relational analysis and social network analysis to examine the economic spatial correlations among the six cities across six dimensions, i.
e. aggregate economic output, consumption, investment, finance, employment, and foreign trade. The findings reveal that the six
cities have formed relatively close economic spatial linkages. Liangshan occupies a core position in the networks of aggregate economic
oulput, consumplion, investment, employment, and foreign trade, while playing a key mediating role in consumption and foreign
trade. Zhaotong assumes a core hub function in the financial network; Dali is a central region in the networks of aggregate economic
output, consumption, employment, and foreign trade, while also serving as an important bridge in the investment and employment
networks; Panzhihua possesses receiving, radiating, and mediating functions in the investment network ; Lijiang plays a mediating role
in the employment network; Chuxiong acts as an important hub in the financial network. To further enhance the level of regional
synergetic development, the six cities should continue to strengthen economic linkages, particularly in finance and foreign trade, so as
to enhance the openness and synergy of regional economic development. Meanwhile, it is necessary to deepen the understanding of
synergetic development, establish and continuously improve organizational structures and operational mechanisms, and fully mobilize
the initiative and enthusiasm of all participating entities.

Key words: the six prefecture-level citities in Sichuan and Yunnan; grey relational analysis; social network analysis; spatial
correlation; synergetic development
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