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Spatial Distribution Characteristics of Enterprises in the Prefectural Cities of the Provincial

Border Regions: A Case Study of Yunnan Province

GAO Mengtao, BI Lanlan, SHI Yue’e

(School of Management and Economics, Yunnan Minzu University, Kunming 650504, Yunnan, China)

Abstract: Three countries—Myanmar, Laos, Vietnam—share a 4, 060-kilometer border with Yunnan, running through 25 counties
and districts. With the help of the Business Registration Database (2000—2023) , the location trajectories of 129 000 enterprises were
tracked. A notable finding is that the number of enterprises in border counties is catching up with those of inland counties—with an
average annual growth rate of 3.23% , nearly one percentage point higher than non-border counties. Jinghong City (with 7112 firms)
and Funing County (with 6327 firms) have become two gathering centers for the distribution of enterprises in border counties, with a
much larger number of enterprises than other border counties. However, the density of enterprises is not evenly distributed along the
border. Counties and districts located 50 kilometers away from the border have an average of 1 600 enterprises, much higher than areas
close to the border. The preference for location selection in the manufacturing industry has broken this rule, i. e. the proportion of
manufacturing in the 0-10 km border area is 20. 34% , which is nearly twice as high as that those in inland counties. Ports are also
reshaping the layout of enterprises—border counties with ports have an average of 2 342 dual core enterprises, about 240 more than
counties without ports. These numbers depict the actual distribution of border enterprises and point to specific directions that industrial
policies can focus on. Ports should prioritize undertaking manufacturing, service industries should be laid out along trade corridors,
and inland counties far from the border need to pay more attention to the reality of insufficient enterprise density.

Key words: prefectural cities of the provincial border regions; enterprise spatial distribution; enterprise density; catch-up effect;
Yunnan Province
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