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The Interaction Mechanism between Official Administration and Frontier Governance in

Yunnan During the Early Qing Dynasty

SUN Xiao, DIAO Yuemeng
(School of History and Archives, Yunnan University, Kunming, Yunnan, China 650091)

Abstract; During the early Qing dynasty, there existed a profound two-way interaction between official administration and frontier
governance in Yunnan. The group of officials served as key executors of governance practices, and the integrity or corruption of official
administration directly influenced the effectiveness of frontier governance. Meanwhile, the practical needs and inherent challenges of
frontier governance continuously shaped the design and implementation of the official administration system. The evolution of official
administration not only reflected the changing demands of frontier governance but also served as a crucial indicator of governance
efficacy. The development of official administration in early Qing Yunnan was closely intertwined with the integration and consolidation
of the frontier, jointly promoting Yunnan’s incorporation into the “Great Unification” state system. This process also provided strong
support for the integration and development of the Chinese national community.

Key words: early Qing dynasty; Yunnan; official administration; frontier governance; frontier-interior integration
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