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TR, SRS IX A LA R A SR T, AT MER] L, AR S 58 3R T 2 i i 1 v AR R
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Fertility Rate Changes and the Supply of Universal and Inclusive Preschool Education .

Based on Survey from Six Cities in Heilongjiang Province

ZHOU Ziyu, ZHAO Qing, LIU Yan
(School of Education, Suihua University, Suithua, Heilongjiang, China 152001)

Abstract: In the current context of population transition, structural changes in birth rates not only constrain the improvement of
inclusive quality of preschool education, but also relate to the equitable allocation of educational resources and the sustainable
development of public services. By constructing a structural equation model incorporating three variables, i. e. population fertility
rate, kindergarten organizational structure and the quality of inclusive preschool education, this study analyzes the pathway through
which the fertility rate affects the quality of inclusive preschool education and verifies the mediating effect of kindergarten organizational
structure. The findings are as follows. First, kindergartens of different ownership types face distinct challenges under the influence of
fertility rate changes, with a quality gap between public and private kindergartens in the teacher allocation indicator within the
“governance excellence” dimension. Second, influenced by population mobility trends, there are structural differences in the spatial
distribution of kindergartens across urban, town, and rural areas. The disparities in inclusive education quality among these three types
are primarily reflected in the “accessibility” dimension, specifically in the indicators of choice availability and enrollment conditions.
Based on these findings, response strategies are proposed, such as focusing on core quality indicators to enhance the universal and
inclusive quality of different types of kindergarten operators, and optimizing the spatial distribution of preschool education resources
between urban and rural areas through structural adjustments to address demographic changes. This study aims to provide empirical
evidences and pathway references for promoting the development of universal and inclusive preschool education.

Key words: universal and inclusive preschool education; birth rate; structural equation modeling
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