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New Positioning for the Development of International Chinese Language Education

Reflections Based on the Speeches of Leaders at the 2024 World Chinese Language Conference

WU Yinghui
(Institute of International Chinese Language Education, Beijing Language and Culture University ,

Key Research Base for Humanities and Social Sciences of the Ministry of Education, Beijing, China 100083)

Abstract: The “new positioning” of the development of international Chinese education is pivotal for it to align with the progression of
the times and elevate its strategic importance. ? International Chinese Language Education (ICLE) possesses dual attributes as both a
cause and an academic discipline. Its developmental positioning should transcend the level of teaching and education, rising to serve not
only China’s national rejuvenation and the great cause of building a strong nation but also fostering friendly exchanges and deep
cooperation between China and other countries. This positioning can be refined into three aspects: first, aligning with key time nodes in
China’s national strategy to promote Chinese as a global lingua franca; second, deepening mutual learning among civilizations to advance
Chinese culture on the global stage; and third, promoting people-to-people connectivity and enhancing friendship between China and
other nations. ICLE is a complex systematic project. To achieve these strategic goals, five key tasks should be actively promoted:
scientifically formulating medium- and long-term development plans for ICLE; constructing a universal yet localized standard system for
ICLE; building a global talent cultivation system for Chinese language education; establishing a global digital Chinese language
education system; and developing a world-class ICLE discipline through Sino-foreign collaboration. As a national and ethnic cause,
1CLE will undoubtedly play a unique and significant role in building a strong nation, achieving national rejuvenation, promoting mutual
understanding among peoples, facilitating cultural exchanges, and contributing to the construction of a global community with a shared
future.

Key words: Strategic Goals of International Chinese Language Education; Key Tasks of International Chinese Language Education;
Development Strategies for International Chinese Language Education; Discipline Construction of International Chinese Language Educa-
tion
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