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Ethnic Memory and Narrative Tradition: Prototype Criticism on the Legend

of Yi People’s Yueqin Musical Instrument
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(School of Chinese language and Literature, Yunnan University, Kunming, Yunnan, China 650091)

Abstract: There are various types of folk legends about yueqin musical instrument in China, and each has its own characteristics on

plot narration. According to the plot of the motif, the types are divided into five and all these legends originate from real lives which are

related with narrative association. Many images are involved in the legends, which is interrelated with specific events to show a world

with rich emotions.
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