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A Contrasting Research of the Understanding and Policies

to the Boxer Movement from Yu Xian and Yuan Shikai

SONG Yonglin
(School of History, Hehei University, Baoding, Hebei, China 071002)

Abstract: For the Boxer Movement, the understanding and attitude were different from Yu Xian and Yuan Shikai in the period of the
Boxer Movement. They both agreed that the direct causes were the Christian rampancy and unfair dealing with the cases of Christians
and non — Christians by some of the officials in Shandong province; meanwhile, Yuan Shikai regarded German invading Shandong and
the growing of the Boxer Movement as the main causes for the conflicts between Christians and non — Christians. Additionally, both Yu
Xian and Yuan Shikai took the main policies of arresting the heads of the movement and dismissing the rest participators and the simulta-
neous subsidiary policies were suppressing and comforting. However, differences were also found between their degrees of dealing. Their
different policies gave the different influences to the development of the Boxer Movement in Shandong province.
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