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A Tentative Study on Duyan in Qirn Bamboo Slips Unearthed in Shuihudi

ZHOU Yan-tao

(Institute of Ancient Chinese Language and Documents, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract; Fengzhenshi in Qin bamboo slips unearthed in Shuihudi is a kind of official document on which the occurrence and procedure

of legal cases was recorded. Japanese scholar Kudd Moto’o said Duyan in Qin bamboo slips unearthed in Shuihudi is some kind of magic

spells which was popular in Chu. But both of analysis of the material and verification of the literature show that it is not accurate to in-

terpret Duyan as curse,and it is better to be interpreted as a kind of contagion which was dangerous to people at that time.
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