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Re - investigation of the Reform of Fengtian Salt Policy in the Late

Qing Dynasty in View of the Formation of Modern State

LIU Shuai
(College of Marxism, East China Normal University, Shanghai, China 200241)

Abstract ;: The Reform of Fengtian Salt Policy in the late Qing Dynasty was a complex institutional reform strongly dominated by the gov-

ernment, which aimed at improving the local government’s capability of financing; which the national interests were included in; and as

a result of which a relatively complete salt administration system was established. According to the theory of modern state formation, the

reform carried out has implicitly promoted the regional integrational process of the three northeastern provinces and constituted the geo-

graphical basis of “localism”. Most of the new salt tax after the reform was attributed to the Fengtian authorities and invested in the New

Deal that contained a “centralized” financial structure. Therefore, the reform essentially reflects the trend of germination for the central-

ized localism in the formation of modern countries.
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