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Research on Yunnan Mineral Disputes in the Qing Dynasty

ZHANG Na

(Southwest Institute of Environmental History, Yunnan University, Kunming, Yunnan, China 650091)

Abstract: In the early Qing Dynasty, Yunnan province attracted a large number of people due to the rich mineral resources such as
gold, silver and copper. As for the mid of the Qianlong period, there had been mineral disputes. Till the periods of Jiaqing Emperor and
Daoguang Emperor, the mineral resources and production decreased heavily due to the massive disorderly mining, and the Qing govern-
ment closed down the overused mines which also led to more intense disputes. Then, in the years of Xianfeng Emperor and Daoguang
Emperor, the disputes caused by mines hit this province heavily, involving population reduction, economic recession, mine decrease.
After these disputes, there was no large-scale mining disputes to the end of the Qing Dynasty because the government recovered the min-
eral administration.
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