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The Regional Salesian in Qing Dynasty: Taking Foundlings in Lizhou County as an Example

PENG Kang
(College of Humanities, Xiamen University, Xiamen, Fujian, China 361005)

Abstract: Thanks to inapparent contradiction between people and the land, the custom of drowning female infants didn’t exist in Liz-
hou. In middle period of Qing Dynasty, foundlings that provided relief for infants gradually appeared in Lizhou County. The found-
lings were operated by gentries who were elected by the local people and supported by public donations and individual management.
The development of foundlings in Lizhou County might lag behind for their late start and imbalanced development, compared to those
in other places in the province. But they developed better undoubtedly in the declining trend of philanthropy in Hunan province in
late Qing Dynasty. The development of Salesian of inland China in Qing Dynasty can be shown through the case of foundlings in Liz-
hou County.
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