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On the Thought of Human Rights from Shen jiaben in The New Criminal Law of Qing Dynasty

ZHANG Xiao
(Law School, Lanzhou University, Gansu Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: The New Criminal Law of Qing Dynasty is known as the first modern sense of the criminal code in the legal history of China.

Influenced by the thoughts of Confucianism and western learning spreading to the east, Shen Jiaben introduced humanitarianism from the

modern western laws to the new laws of China. The new laws got rid of the discipline-oriented thought, revised the names of the provi-

sions, reduced capital crimes etc. to lay stress on the education and reformation and push the development of the humanitarianism in

China. However, in the contemporary feudal society, the aim of the laws is the despotic regime. Therefore, the irreconcilable between

the royal rights and ordinary human rights decided the limitations of the human rights from Shenjiaben.
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