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On the Value of the Systems, Culture and Heritages of Chieftain

XI Yusong
( Department of Historical Culture and Tourism, Zunyi Normal College, Zunyi, Guizhou, China 563002 )

Abstract; During the Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties, the central governments implemented the chieftain system and imposed effective

control in ethnic areas in Southwest China. The Southwest minority areas were incorporated into the management system of the central

governments, which promoted consolidation and development of a centralized state with multi-ethnic unity. At that time, the political i-

dea of “Great Unity” was put into practice and finally formed. The chieftain system had many historical experiences worth learning in

guiding ideology and management modes. The chieftain culture came into being. Cities, government offices, temples, ancestral halls,

streets, tombs and other buildings built in the chieftain areas were the material and cultural carriers of the chieftain system. At present,

protection and utilization of the chieftain heritages are of great significance to understand the value and culture of the chieftain system.
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