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“Developing the People’s Wisdom and Promoting the People’s Morality” ;
A Review of the Half-day Schools in Sichuan Province in the Late Qing Dynasty (1904 - 1911)

WANG Zhengang, LAN Manxin
(School of History and Archives, Yunnan University, Kunming, Yunnan, China 650091)

Abstract; The establishment of the Half-day Schoolsis an important measure for the Qing government to promote social education during
the New Deal in the late Qing Dynasty. The purpose of the Half-day School is the “eliminating ignorance of knowledge” and aims at
“developing the people’s wisdom and promoting the people’s morality”. Due to the flexibility of teaching and the practicality of the cur-
riculum, the school-running style once became the main way to implement education in the late Qing Dynasty. At the end of the Qing

‘

Dynasty, the Half-day Schools in Sichuan province developed rapidly with the largest number of the whole country. With the exploration
of social education, the Qing government gradually established easy-equippedliteracy schools, but their practical values and utility were
still questioned. Even though, as the initiation of the literacy education in China, Half-day school is the beneficial attempt for the social
education with positive pioneering.
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