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The Governance Dilemma for the Border Areas of Northern Vietnam in the Late Qing

Dynasty from the Perspective of Environmental History

ZHENG Weikuan, LIN Xuanzhen
(School of Ethnology and Sociology, Guangxi University for Nationalities, Nanning, Guangxi, China 530006)

Abstract: The environment of the border areas of northern Vietnam was viewed as a rather bad one by outsiders in the Qing Dynasty. In
the official documents, the so-called miasmawas in fact mostly reflected as unacclimatization and malaria infection, especially for the
out-of-town soldiers and workers engaged in heavy physical labor. The proportion of people who have died of malaria infection was par-
ticularly high for them. Miasma environment was undoubtedly a natural barrier for the infiltration of foreign forces. Therefore, when the
Vietnamese rulers strengthened their administrative control and military garrison in the border areas, they all thought of using local in-
digenous forces. But this approach was also contrary to the efforts to strengthen direct management and control, which reflected the pre-
dicament of the governance.
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