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Syntagmatic and Paradigmatic Theory and the Translation of Scientific and Technical Terms

ZHANG Yimin
(School of Foreign Languages, Anhui Agricultural University, Hefei, Anhui, China 230036)

Abstract: The introduction of western technology has made the accuracy of translating scientific terms an important part in the develop-

ment of science and technology in China. The primary problem of translation is to determine the meaning of a word. A major source of

translation errors in scientific and technical terms is the translator’s errors in the comprehension of the source language and target lan-

guage, as well as the errors in the expression of the target language. Therefore, only by relying on the Syntagmatic and Paradigmatic

Theory can translators clarify the meaning, determine the proper choice of words and also choose the best translation methods.
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