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A Comparative Study of Chinese and Japanese Classifiers “ "
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Abstract: Quantity is expressed with abundant quantifiers both in Chinese and Japanese languages. Quantifiers in Japanese are mostly

borrowed from the Chinese, and the special language features are formed in the long — term use and development. As a commonly — used

quantifier from the ancient times to nowadays, there are semantic and pragmatic similarities and dissimilarities of “#{” in Chinese and

Japanese. lIts range of use in Chinese shows the small - large and then the opposite evolution; its evolution process in Japanese is from

scratch to increasing, decreasing and then re — increasing.
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