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Dynamics in Contemporary International Children’s Literature Research .

Interview with Prof. John Stephens

TAN Fengxi', John Stephens®
(1. School of Literature, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, China 210097
2. English Department, Macquarie University, Sidney, Australia 2109)
Abstract; Professor John Stephens is a distinguished scholar in children’s literature research field. In recent years, he has paid more at-
tention to the worldwide ranges of children’s literature studies especially in Asia, Africa and South America. He devotes himself to pro-

moting equal communications of children’s literature research among countries with different cultures and has been an important bridge
connecting the West and the East. The interview covers diverse trends and controversial topics in contemporary international children’s
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literature studies, e. g. , ideology, multiculturalism, subjectivity, gender ( masculinity) , ethnopoetics, cognitive poetics, new genres,

the position of this discipline. Professor Stephens analyzes the development of some special critical theories, points out potential prob-

lems and crises, and explores some new directions and possibilities in the field.

Key words: children’s literature; critical theory; diversity; crisis; possibility
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