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The Attribute of Bildungsroman in A Journey to the West from the Growth of the Monkey King
—The Training for the God of War

FAN Yanni
(China Children’s Press & Publishing Group, Beijing, China 100022 )

Abstract; With the “discovery of children” during the May Fourth Movement, A Journey to the West was also “discovered” as

“children’s literature”. A Journey to the West is classified into the works with the features of fairy tales. It is also the novel which fits for

the characteristics of Bildungsroman. The growth of the hero, the Monkey King, is showed comprehensively with his naive childhood,

boyhood of challenging the order and the adulthood of cultivating his mind. However, the abandoning his youth, freedom and wildness is

the price of becoming the immortal for the Monkey King, and this is also the implicitly unavoidable tragic for the growth.
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