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On the Language and Bai People from the Perspective of Self-defined Characters

LIU Qing

(Institute of National Culture,Yunnan Minzu University , Kunming, Yunnan, China 650500 )

Abstract: One of the important reasons for the long-term arguments of the research on the language and Bai people are the loose combi-

nation between the language research and the historiography and archeology. Most of the self-defined characters are compound characters

and can be linguistically divided into two kinds: characters with “[1” and other common characters and they respectively show the lin-

guistic and historic relationship between Bai, Han people and other ethnic groups. This is also the representation of the complex ethnici-

ty and multiple sources.
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