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From Culprit to Traitor. The Appearance of Traitors to China

on Sino — Burmese Boundary in the 18th Century

ZHANG Ting,YOU Shujun
(Institute of Modern China History, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, Zhejiang, China 310058)

Abstract; The earliest implication of traitors to China meant the Han people who broke laws and took part in rebellions in southwest

frontiers and the common behaviors officially included collusion with Miao people or the ethnic tribe leaders, economic disputes with Mi-

ao people, human trafficking, illegal trades, disclosure of imformation etc. During the Sino — Burmese War, the connotation of the trai-

tors to China was semantically turned to colluding with enemies and reflected the suspicion from the contemporary governors to Han peo-

ple, the conflicts of interest between southwest frontier policies and the local social development due to the unequal political manipula-

tion and economic development from the government.
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