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Comparison to Figures of Speech in Chinese Versions of Ashima

LIU Wei

(Faculty of Humanities, Qujing Normal University, Qujing, Yunnan, China 655011)

Abstract: Folk narrative poem Ashima by Shani, a branch of Yi, is published into a number of Chinese versions. Huang Tie’s, Ang
Ziming’s, Ma Xueliang’s and Huang Jianming’s are generally accepted as the four most representative ones. The preservation of those fig-
ures of speech in translation, such as metaphor, repetition, contrast, parallelism, hyperbole, and so forth, saves its strong ethnic char-
acteristics and pristine artistic style of the original poem. Each translation presents their own linguistic characteristics owing to various
source texts as well as the differences in translating purposes and methods. In Huang Tie’s version, figures of speech are applied the
most frequently among the four with emphasis on literariness; while the other three emphasize the preservation of the original style based

on Bimo’s hand — written copy.
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