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Childhood as Resistance: On the Aesthetic Connotation of Childhood

Theme Images in Mu Dan’s Poems

YANG Chenggian
(School of Humanities, Wenzhou University, Wenzhou, Zhejiang, China 325035)

Abstract; In Mu Dan’s poems, “childhood” appears frequently as a special theme image. This creative behavior shows that “child-

hood” has a special position in the poet’s spiritual world. At the same time, the emergence of the theme image of “childhood” is also

related to Mu Dan'’s realistic situation and spiritual thinking. Under the pressure of narrowing the reality, the poet expresses his thoughts

through poetry, and mostly explains his own spirit in the way of symbol or metaphor. “Childhood” is a symbol of the pure and beautiful

world and represents the most original and pure ideal time and space in Mu Dan’s spiritual world. However, the emergence of this beau-

tiful time and space always rests in the dark and repressed real world, and the beautiful ideal always refers to the evil reality.
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