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Explanation of Sfumato to the Western Painting: The Phenomenon on the History
of the Eastern Studies Introduced to the West in the Context of Sfumato

and the Western Painting During the Ming and the Qing Dynasties

LI Baoshan

(School of Fine arts, Yunnan Normal University, Kunming, Yunnan, China 650500)

Abstract: The context of sfumato and the western painting in the Ming and Qing Dynasties includes two aspects, i. e. the west of the

world and India. In this context, the stereoscopic sense in the western painting was connected with the concave — convex flowers, and

then shadowgraph in the western painting was traced back to sfumato, in which the western painting was used to explained. The phe-

nomenon is a symbol which shows the thoughts of “western sciences mirroring Chinese origin” during the Ming and Qing Dynasties with

the roots of national cultural psychology of Chinese national reverence and the interpretation tradition of holding on the old to master the

present. The academic case of the interpretation of sfumato to the western painting shows the warning to the current academic research,

and that the interpretation for Chinese painting should be avoided with the shadowgraph in the western painting system.

Key words: eastern studies introduced to the west; concave-convex flowers; sfumato; western sciences mirroring Chinese origin; hold-

ing on the old to master the present; chiaroscuro technique
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