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Exploration and Experimentation: Chisungu. A Girl's Initiation Ceremony

Among the Bemba of Northern Rhordesia in the Anthropological Ritual Research Paradigm
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Abstract: Chisungu: A Girl's Initiation Ceremony Among the Bemba of Northern Rhordesia is a ethnographic ritual research by British

anthropologist Audrey Isabel Richards. Though it is not theoretical mature with the style of “theoretical grocery store” ,

it is an important

work connecting the preceding and the following researches of the ritual research paradigm in 1950s. On the one hand, the work is full

of traditional functionalist views on balancing social structures, and is regarded as a stereotypical and functionalist ethnographic descrip-

tion. On the other hand, it also shows its attention to the dynamic social structure, process, conflict and symbol, which made it redis-

covered in the 1980s and had an important influence on the later anthropological ritual research.
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