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Clashes between Government and Military Leadership in Yunnan and Its Impact

on the Eve of the New Deal in Late Qing Dynasty

DUAN Jinsheng', CHEN Ziniu®
(1. Scientific Affairs Department, Yunnan Minzu University, Kunming, Yunnan, China 650504 ;
2. School of Ethnology and History, Yunnan Minzu University, Kunming, Yunnan, China 650504 )

Abstract: In the run-up to the New Deal in late Qing Dynasty, Feng Zicai, Yunnan Commander in Chief, Song Fan, Governor-General
of Yunnan and Guizhou provinces, and Ding Zhenduo, Governor of Yunnan, who were under mutual checks and balances entangled
with overlapping mandates, ended up in overt conflicts over separation of power between government and armed forces in Yunnan, as not
only manifestation of the imbalanced state and local power of Qing Dynasty in the aftermath of the First Sino-Japanese War but also laid
bare from another dimension the facet of increasingly acute social and political discords in Yunnan. Facts exposed in those clashes,
including weakening central authority, intricate central-local interaction, arguments in the government-military high rankers in Yunnan,
and inadequate financial resources and military presence of the province, were bound to hold back the landing of the New Deal and
diminish reform outcomes. Social and political complications in Yunnan, a stronghold in the southwestern frontier, heralded to some
extent an unpredictable and tricky future for the New Deal in the area. A deep probe into those complexities is necessary for an all-
around thorough understanding of specific implementation of the New Deal in this southwestern part of late Qing Dynasty.

Key words: border areas of Yunnan; conflicts between government and military leadership; Feng Zicai, Song Fan, Ding Zhenduo;

local political scene
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