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Elderly-oriented EFL Teaching Material Development from the Perspective of Orientations in Language
Planning: A Case Study of 21st Century English Speaking & Listening for Older Adult

ZHAO Dan, YANG Chunchun, LI Xiaohui
(School of Foreign Languages, Nanjing Institute of Technology, Nanjing, Jiangsu, China 211167)

Abstract; elderly-oriented EFL teaching malterials serves as a critical learning tool for the aged in the context of “productive aging”
society. Despite the growing number of senior adult EFL learners and their immense enthusiasm for English learning, research and
practice regarding elderly-oriented EFL. materials are yet to be conduced. By analyzing sequences and patterns extracted from an
example textbook, this paper explores the designing approaches of teaching materials specifically developed for senior adults, with the
theoretical foundation concerning orientations in language planning. Research results revealed that the English language in the example
texthook, apart from being treated as a communicative tool and a cultural mediator, is also regarded as an indispensable resource to
promote one’s intellectuality, to facilitate identity construction and to enhance community relations. It is proposed that future textbook
developers could fully exploit the three-folded value of language as “communicative tool” , “cultural mediator” and “resource” , to
facilitate the development of elderly-oriented EFL teaching materials, through appropriate selection of teaching themes and content, and
through sequencing and design of the tasks and exercises.

Key words: orientations of language planning; elderly-oriented EFL teaching materials; EFL teaching material development;

textbook study
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