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China’s Critical Languages: Reinterpretation and Planning Suggestions

DONG Xixiao
(School of European Languages and Cultures, Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing, China 100089 )

Abstract: As China is approaching the center of the world stage, it should have a national language capability that matches its
comprehensive national strength and international status, and it is imperative to identify its own critical languages and cultivate relevant
talents according to the national strategy demand. In the past decade or so, Chinese scholars have made detailed introductions and in-
depth analysis of the United States’ critical language strategy, based on which they have put forward a preliminary planning for China,
and the Chinese government has also explicitly called for formulating a critical language policy. This article further clarifies the
differences between China and the U. S. in terms of global governance concepts, foreign language education policies and national
language resources. By redefining and reinterpreting the concept from the perspective of China’s national demand, the author puts
forward three suggestions for planning and implementing the critical language strategy: (1) to classify languages according to the
principle of “irreplaceability”, and to implement the critical language plan step by step, in terms of stages and priorities; (2) to
involve the demand side in the process of talents cultivating, so as to ensure a closer supply-demand relation, a diversified cultivation
mode, and better career aspirations of students; (3) to optimize the allocation of educational resources, in order to give full play to
strengths of different regions and different colleges, meanwhile to expand the relevant training programs to the postgraduate and pre-
universily stages.
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