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A Textual Research on the Earliest New Literary Works Included in Chinese Mandarin Textbooks

WANG Yanhua
(School of Humanities, Kunming University, Kunming, Yunnan, China 650214)

Abstract: In August 1919, the third volume of the New Style of Chinese Mandarin Textbook edited by Zhuang Shi published by the
Commercial Press includes six new literary works, namely, two ballad-style children’s poems involving “The Song of the Sheep” and
“Little Crow Song” , two nursery rhymes such as “Time Clock Song” and “Little Brother Song” , a fable “Little Chicken Turning Their
Deaf Ears to the Hens” and a travel essay “Hiking Meeting”. After careful examination, they are the first new literary works to be
selected into the Mandarin textbook. As the link between the old and the new literature at the time of the change, they express the
beginner’s understanding and exploration to Chinese language and literature. They also affect the literary concept and cultural
psychology of a generation through the teaching and learning of Chinese language in national schools.
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